

	Writing at St Mary’s

	
Intent:
[bookmark: _Int_e8iAPHfK][bookmark: _Int_kXo74WoM]At St Mary's we believe that the knowledge, understanding, and the successful application of the English language is a fundamental life skill; it develops children’s ability to communicate their experiences, desires, and knowledge effectively and successfully. We aim to nurture and develop independent writers through purposeful, engaging, and developmental lessons which link to our rich and stimulating creative curriculum work. 
Children will learn to spell accurately and apply grammar skills in their writing, as retrieval practise is used to impact on the long-term memory.
The vocabulary of the children will be developed through using ambitious model texts, bedrock provision, and reading material, so that their writing can engage and entertain the readers of their work.

	
Essential characteristics of writers:
· Write fluently with interesting detail on a range of topics, throughout the curriculum.
· Understand the purpose of genres of writing.
· Use ambitious vocabulary and use writing techniques to extend details and description.
· Structure and organise their writing to fit the genre they are writing and to support the reader. 
· Ensure writing is well presented and is accurately punctuated.
· Have a love for writing and reading and appreciate its educational, cultural, and entertainment value.

	At the end of Foundation at St Marys CE
Children at the expected level of development will: 
· [bookmark: _Int_2C6MEHo7]print their own name and other things such as labels and captions 
· write short phrases and sentences in meaningful contexts which can be read by themselves and others. 
· spell some words correctly and others will be phonetically plausible
· form most letters of the correct size both lower case and capitals.
	At the end of Key Stage 1 at St Marys CE
Children will be able to:
· [bookmark: _Int_1HDWCDRA]spell words using their phonic knowledge, common exception words, some homophones, and add some prefixes and suffixes to create innovative words form root words.
· [bookmark: _Int_IyBZ2Wg3]write narratives about first-hand experiences and those of others, write about real events and poetry
· [bookmark: _Int_CvMJyPSz][bookmark: _Int_L0uA0Z6m]plan their work by saying aloud what they are going to write about, then writing down their ideas and learning how to make simple additions, revisions, and corrections to their own writing. 
· Use punctuation taught in key stage 1 (Capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks, question marks, apostrophes for omission, and commas in lists).
· Use grammar taught in the key stage (expanded noun phrases, past and present tense, use some adverbs and co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions). 
· form letters of the correct size relative to one another (lower case and upper case) making sure they use some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and use finger spaces.
	At the end of Key Stage 2 at St Marys CE
Children will be able to:
· spell further prefixes and suffixes, some words with ‘silent’ letters, homophones and other words, and use knowledge of morphology for spelling families.
· plan their writing by identifying the audience and purpose of the writing.
· recognise vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and writing (including subjunctive forms and use passive verbs.)
· [bookmark: _Int_QhYw7OLN][bookmark: _Int_htvSDMtx]use expanded noun phrases, modal verbs, adverbs, relative clauses, commas, hyphens, brackets, dashes, or commas to indicate parenthesis, semicolons, colons, or dashes accurately in their writing.
· write extended pieces of writing with the correct features that will guide and support the reader. 
· evaluate and edit their writing by proofreading for spelling and punctuation errors. 
· use dictionaries and thesauruses effectively. 
· write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed. 


	
Implementation:
· During our RWI (Read, Write, Ink) writing lessons, our children are taught the basics of using words to create sentences linked to the books they are reading in sessions. They also have opportunities to independently write about stories they are familiar with. 
· [bookmark: _Int_bSttUlQH][bookmark: _Int_AOfoOXe2]When children are ready for more formal writing lessons in key stage 1, they develop their writing skills using the St Mary’s Writing Process which continues through to year 6. The St Mary’s Writing Process is structured to inspire, support, and develop writing through a range of different strategies.  The model texts shared are aspirational and challenging. Effective scaffolds and extensions (based on the needs of individual learners) are essential in lessons so all learners can access the content of lessons, and the process embraces all the elements of writing from the National Curriculum for each year group. At the end of a unit, the children then apply the skills developed in their writing lessons to independent pieces of writing. This show cases the learning that has taken place across the unit. Each year group, has a list of non-negotiables for writing that they are working to achieve by the end of the year.
· Through other curriculum areas, children have opportunities to express themselves creatively and imaginatively through writing.
· [bookmark: _Int_RKEtF1QB]In key stage 1 phonics groups, children’s spellings are based on the level at which they are working in their RWI group. Their spelling included words that are focused on sounds they are working on and some common exception words.  The Read Write Inc spelling programme is used in the key stage 1 formal writing group to ensure that our children become competent and confident spellers, building on prior knowledge of spelling rules. In Key Stage 2, children learn their Grammarsaurus scheme and spelling rules. Upper Key Stage 2 spelling teaching, focuses on learning spelling rules and common statutory words.
· [bookmark: _Int_Zh8D7JQv]Pupils who arrive new to the country, are assessed and if needed they develop their writing through RWI sessions whilst also being in class so that they hear high quality language that they can then internalise and use later. 

	
Assessment
We use a multi-faceted approach to assessment within writing:
1. Assessment for learning is used within each lesson through skilful use of questioning and live feedback.
2. Children assess their own work along with their peers and focus on success criteria and personal targets.
3. A minimum of 5 pieces of independent writing is assessed by teachers across the year, with three assessment points where each child’s writing is graded using WTS, EXS or GDS. For some children PKS will also be used as a grade where pupils are working below WTS in their key stage.
4. Staff writing moderation is carried out three times a year at the same time as the data drop which ensures staff are assessing the children accurately and shares good practice.
5. Cross school moderation is carried out. 
6. Year 2 and Year 6 teachers attend moderation training

	Cultural Capital
[bookmark: _Int_dL1vxdlx][bookmark: _Int_LqJPJj3Q]This is achieved through: quality literature and film which celebrates diversity in every facet. We meet with authors and celebrate local writers.
Enrichment is achieved through:
· Studying a range of styles and genres of writing 
· Having exciting ‘hooks and experiences’ in every unit
· Celebration of children’s writing in our newsletters and on the website. In each Author’s corner.
· In school, theatre performances.
· [bookmark: _Int_CmfEkQnM]Visits to the theatre, library, and visitors to school
· Writing in different contexts, cultures and ‘great 'British writers. 

	Career Professional Development
· RWI staff attend regular masterclass training with the RWI lead to support continued refinement of delivery. We subscribe to the RWI portal and training facility. 
· The writing lead supports key stage 1 staff in developing independent writing for assessment.
· The St Mary’s Writing process was developed with staff to ensure we have a whole school understanding of the process. 
· A progression of skills for writing and grammar are provided for staff to use for planning to ensure subject knowledge is accurate.
· CPD is delivered by the writing lead.
· [bookmark: _Int_aK4WoWhK]Opportunities for cross school moderation is carried out. 


	
Impact:
· Pupils make rapid progress applying their knowledge of language from reading into writing.
· Pupils are assessed through Assessment for Learning (AFL) and summative assessment to ensure they are making good progress against their FFT
· Pupils can write in a range of genres and can explain the features of different genres. 
· Pupils can talk about their writing confidently and know that to make even greater progress they need to achieve their targets.
· Pupils are enthusiastic to share their writing with their peers and staff.
· Pupils' attainment and progress is good demonstrating non-negotiables across writing in all subjects
· Pupils work in newsletters and on the website demonstrates quality writing.
· Pupils gain significant knowledge which equips them for their next steps on their learning journey
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