
 
 

Friday 25th February 2022 
 

 
The weather, though a little bit crazy, has bought with it, lighter nights but cold 
wintery winds. The falling of large amounts of hail caused much excitement 
yesterday and the promise of a sunshine weekend brings smiles.    
This week, we have been focusing on the fruit of the spirit KINDNESS. The older 
children listened to words of speaker Simon Sinek whilst our younger members 
of our school family watched this heart-warming message to remind us to do 
more to help those around us.  Here are the links to watch and chat with your 
family about ways we can spread kindness to others.  
  
https://video.link/w/AgPcd 
  
https://video.link/w/QgPcd 
  
KS1 have started their topic on the Great Fire of London this term and are 
enjoying their IGNITION day especially the delicious current buns reminding 
them of safety and the root cause in the famous Pudding Lane incident.  
Our ‘No place like home’ unit that we are covering at KS2 is focusing now on 
Kettering and key places explored through Google Earth and making of leather 
shoes, the core industry of Kettering and surrounding areas.  Watch this to find 
out more about Loakes shoes.  
 
https://video.link/w/YgPcd  
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“We hope you find time to spread a little kindness to colour our world beautiful.  
Clueless, Arthur, was crawling on squelching mud and jagged, freezing rocks. Arthur 
suddenly saw a pinprick of light; he started crawling swiftly towards it. It felt like an hour of 
crawling on the disgusting mud. When he got, there he saw a magical, mysterious world.  
He asked himself, “Am I still in the attic?” 

All of a sudden, the rushing water woke Arthur up from asking himself questions. Behind him 

was a tunnel and he could hear bats in it. He could see luscious, healthy trees, multi-

coloured butterflies, woolly sheep and a waterfall that was extremely NOISY!”  

Kacper, Year 4 

New and current Covid Guidance 

As you will be aware, the Prime Minister has announced his ‘Living with Covid’ plan, and the 
Department for Education has followed up with guidance to schools. As you would expect, 
there is a lot of detail, but we thought it would be helpful to share with you the main points. 

Self-isolation and Testing 

· The Government has now removed the legal requirement to self-isolate following a 
positive test. Those with symptoms should take a PCR test. If they test positive, they are still 
advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for at least five full days, and 
then continue to follow the guidance until they have received two negative test results on 
consecutive days (beginning on days 5 and 6). 

· If a parent or carer insists on a student attending school with confirmed or suspected 
Covid, schools can take the decision to refuse attendance, if in their reasonable judgement, 
this is necessary to protect other students and staff. 

· Routine contact tracing will end, close contacts who are not fully vaccinated or under the 
age of 18 will no longer be required to self-isolate or to test for 7 days. 

Remote education 

· The regulations requiring school to provide remote learning to students isolating for Covid-
related reasons end on 24 March. 

Miss Welch’s class; have been using The Land of Roar as stimulus 

for their writing.  They have been focusing on description of 

different settings. 



The school will be following the government guidance living with COVID-19 Plan, which can 
be found here https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-living-
with-covid-19 

To safeguard our school community, please may we request that NO 

MOBILE PHONES are to be used anywhere on the school site, on the 

playground or inside the school.  

Please note: COVID-19 cases are high in Kettering currently, so please 
ensure you notify us by email of any positive Coronavirus results at any 
time of the day and weekend via our Covid email address. As per current 
guidance, we do not need immediate action on a single case to isolate 
individuals, as we will be notified by NHS Track and Trace. 
 
Email: covid@stmarysprimarykettering.co.uk 
 
With blessings,  
 

Diane Wright MA  
(Education) HEADTEACHER 
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What is MAJ? 
MAJ means ‘My Amazing Journey’. At St Mary’s we are focused on your child’s learning journey and ensuring 

they achieve through meta-cognition. This means that your child is aware of their targets, where they need 

to be at the end of the year and how they can get their through small achievable targets. 

 

What are the MAJ sessions? 

Your child has four individual MAJ sessions with their teacher throughout the year. These are completed in 

September, December, March and June after the assessments. During the sessions, the teacher and your 

child review their achieved targets, setting new targets for the term based on their scores from their 

assessments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the MAJ sheets that I receive (see the picture above) 

 

You are given your child’s MAJ sheets three times a year in January, April and July usually before the parents 

evening so that you can discuss their progress with the teacher. These sheets have your child’s weekly 

scores, assessment scores, targets and some comments about homework and behaviour.  

This is the example sheet, please note this is a full year completed sheet, whereas you might have only 

received the Autumn sheet which will have gaps. Also KS1 and KS2 sheets might look slightly different but 

this is an example sheet of a fictional child. 

 

What can I do to help my child? 

 Talk to your child about the form, what are they pleased about? What are they struggling with? 

 Ask them about their targets and check that they are on-track to complete them 

 Make sure they are completing all of their homework as it is usually related to their targets 





 



Please see below the homework allocation table 

 
If you are reporting a positive Covid case during school 
hours please inform us by the usual method of 
communication on our telephone number 01536 485500 
or email office@stmarysprimarykettering.co.uk 
 

Out of school hours evenings/weekends:  
 

Email: covid@stmarysprimarykettering.co.uk 
 
Please notify us by email of any positive results over a 
weekend or an evening as per current guidance we do 
not need immediate action on a single case to isolate 
individuals, as we will be notified by NHS Track and 
Trace. 
 
In order to ensure that the school remains the safest 
possible environment for the children and staff, and that 
the risk of transmission is reduced, we all need to work 
together to ensure that we follow the latest Government 
guidance.  

Anyone in my house develops Coronavirus symptoms: 
 

 New continuous cough 

 High temperature 

 A loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or 
smell (anosmia) 

 
Anyone in your household has a test for Covid-19 
https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by 
calling 119 
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