
 
 

Friday 4th March 2022 
 

 
Our vision resonates in our hearts as we consider how we can support those who are 
living within the horror of the current situation in Ukraine. Thank you so much for the 
amazing and incredible donations that you have all provided to support those who 
have lost so much. This week, we have been focusing on the fruit of the spirit – 
goodness. The story of the Good Samaritan is a perfect parable to help us to think 
about how we should respond at this time.  
 
Mrs Heaney wanted to give a heart-felt thank you to all those who contributed to the 
collection for those displaced from Ukraine. (See page 3)  
  
For the first time in nearly two years, we attended Mass at St Mary’s church to focus 
on Ash Wednesday; a call to consider how we focus on helping others and doing all 
we can for others. Father James wore his ash cross 
for those suffering in Ukraine. We continue to think 
and pray for all those who are suffering in the current 
conflict.  
 
PFA NEWS: Don’t forget anyone is welcome to come 
and join us for a coffee today at 2:45pm.  
  
Please keep praying for peace, 
  
Diane Wright MA (Education) HEADTEACHER 
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New and current Covid Guidance 

As you will be aware, the Prime Minister has announced his ‘Living with Covid’ plan, and the 
Department for Education has followed up with guidance to schools. As you would expect, 
there is a lot of detail, but we thought it would be helpful to share with you the main points. 

Self-isolation and Testing 

· The Government has now removed the legal requirement to self-isolate following a 
positive test. Those with symptoms should take a PCR test. If they test positive, they are still 
advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for at least five full days, and 
then continue to follow the guidance until they have received two negative test results on 
consecutive days (beginning on days 5 and 6). 

· If a parent or carer insists on a student attending school with confirmed or suspected 
Covid, schools can take the decision to refuse attendance, if in their reasonable judgement, 
this is necessary to protect other students and staff. 

· Routine contact tracing will end, close contacts who are not fully vaccinated or under the 
age of 18 will no longer be required to self-isolate or to test for 7 days. 

Remote education 

· The regulations requiring school to provide remote learning to students isolating for Covid-
related reasons end on 24 March. 

The school will be following the government guidance living with COVID-19 Plan, which can 
be found here https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-living-
with-covid-19 

To safeguard our school community, please may we request that NO 

MOBILE PHONES are to be used anywhere on the school site, on the 

playground or inside the school.  

Please note: COVID-19 cases are high in Kettering currently, so please 
ensure you notify us by email of any positive Coronavirus results at 
any time of the day and weekend via our Covid email address. As per 
current guidance, we do not need immediate action on a single case 
to isolate individuals, as we will be notified by NHS Track and Trace. 
 
Email: covid@stmarysprimarykettering.co.uk 
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WE STAND WITH UKRAINE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A personal message from Mrs Heaney our Year Six Teacher 
 

I would like to say a HUGE THANKYOU to each and every one of our school family for 
helping support the people of Ukraine. As some of you may know, I was born in 
Ukraine moving to the UK 23 years ago. As you can imagine I am concerned for the 
future of my country and for my parents, friends and family that remain in Ukraine.  
 
The response to our appeal for those in need has been absolutely incredible, so much 
so that I am completely over whelmed with emotion from the kindness and generosity 
of our school community, I simply cannot put into words how thankful I am.  
 
Below is a picture of all of your donations, we cannot thank you enough for your 
kindness.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Faith M- Miss Perkins Class 
 
 
Ride of Passage is an animation that is being used by Miss Perkin’s class as inspiration 
for their writing. This extract is written by Faith (Year 4.) 
 
Next to a majestic rainforest there stood the tribe’s chief, who everybody was loyal 
to, talking to a small young lad. “Go inside the rainforest and find the largest head 
possible, make me proud!” demanded the chief. 
 “I’m sure to make you proud”, the young lad (called Toki) muffled. 
 
Nervously, Toki entered the highly questionable forest scared of what he might 
encounter. Suddenly, Toki spotted a mysterious figure. Slowly he shuffled towards it 
and realised it was a frog! He put it on his head and it turned out to be surprisingly 
small. Swiftly, a mysterious chuckling figure swooped by, it was a monkey dancing. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Our Trip to the Gurdwara 
 

At the end of last term, Miss Welch and Mrs Brown's Year 3 & 4 children visited Kettering's 

Gurdwara on King Street. It was a great opportunity to see for themselves the Sikhi 

elements of worship they had been studying. We were very fortunate that some year 5 and 

6 Sikhi children came with us and prepared us for the experience. 

 

When they entered the Gurdwara, the children prepared themselves by covering their heads 

with a very colourful collection of their teachers and parents' scarves, taking off their shoes 

and washing their hands. In the main hall, we were greeted by some of the people who 

worship there. One gentleman read from the Guru Gran Sahib, not only a book of Holy 

scripture and collection of the words of the 10 Gurus, but also the embodiment of the 11th 

Guru, the eternal Guru. We were shown the small bedroom where the living Guru is put to 

bed every night. Our guides then played on very special instruments: a kirtan harmonium 

and a jori (twin drums). They sung the scripture and explained that the Guru Gran Sahib is 

written in verse, so it is made for singing! We were very impressed!  

 

After the worship, we were offered a treat, as is tradition. We did not have time for a proper 

dinner! So instead, we had a snack of biscuits and chocolates. There was even a special Sikh 

traditional treat called kada prashad, a mix of wheat flour, ghee and sugar that was quite 

tasty. 

 

We were very well received by our new friends at the Gurdwara and we look forward to 

coming again! 
 

 



 

Mrs Hollingshurst’s Class Writing 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 





 



Please see below the homework allocation table 

 
If you are reporting a positive Covid case during school 
hours please inform us by the usual method of 
communication on our telephone number 01536 485500 
or email office@stmarysprimarykettering.co.uk 
 

Out of school hours evenings/weekends:  
 

Email: covid@stmarysprimarykettering.co.uk 
 
Please notify us by email of any positive results over a 
weekend or an evening as per current guidance we do 
not need immediate action on a single case to isolate 
individuals, as we will be notified by NHS Track and 
Trace. 
 
In order to ensure that the school remains the safest 
possible environment for the children and staff, and that 
the risk of transmission is reduced, we all need to work 
together to ensure that we follow the latest Government 
guidance.  

Anyone in my house develops Coronavirus symptoms: 
 

 New continuous cough 

 High temperature 

 A loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or 
smell (anosmia) 

 
Anyone in your household has a test for Covid-19 
https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by 
calling 119 
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